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“Hands on the Lands for Food Sovereignty” - Transnational Institute, NL

Sylvia Kay, Transnational Institute, NL

- Scale of activity: international
- Actor/s: researchers and engaged scholars
- State of the activity: started in 1974, ongoing

- Keywords. rural development policy, politics of food and
natural resources, agrarian and environmental justice

Summary

TNI’s mission is to strengthen international social
movements with rigorous research, reliable infor-
mation, sound analysis and constructive proposals
that advance progressive, democratic policy change
and common solutions to global problems.

Description of activities

Background. TNl is an international research and advo-
cacy institute based in Amsterdam, the Netherlands. In the
realm of natural resource politics, we work with peasant
organisations, small-scale fisheries networks, and envi-
ronmental and human rights defenders to work for agrari-
an and environmental justice both at international policy
making spaces and at national and grassroots level.

Activities. Hands on the Land for Food Sovereignty is a
collective campaign by 16 partners, including peasants
and social movements, development and environmental
NGOs, human rights organisations and research activists.
Our aim is to raise awareness on issues related to the use
and governance of land, water and other natural resources
and its effects on the realization of the right to food and
food sovereignty. Through evidence-based research and
material, public events and meetings, trainings, education
and advocacy work, the campaign engages EU citizens,
media, journalists, NGO practitioners, social activists,
educators, students, politicians, policy and decision mak-
ers to take action for food sovereignty.

Outlook

Challenges: TNI notes an ongoing worldwide capture of
natural resources for extractive and speculative purposes,
often with little concern for the environment and with lim-
ited to no involvement of communities that depend on
those resources for their livelihoods. In some regions of
the world, this democratic deficit has been met through the
rise of an authoritarian populism which presents new chal-
lenges and contradictions.

Next steps. In Europe, TNI is working in the context of the
Hands of the Land alliance to follow-up on new develop-
ments around land policy in the European Parliament
following the adoption of a resolution in April 2017 on land
concentration and access to land for farmers in the Par-
liament. Together with a number of Greek partners, TNI
will also be publishing a report in 2018 looking at the im-
pact of EU austerity measures on the Right to Food in
Greece.

Downloads:
- Land grabbing and land concentration in Europe (link)
- Cooling the planet (link)

Source and contact

Information gathered at: the ERSG 2017 (European Rural
Sustainability Gathering), Greece, Karditsa, 17-21 May 2017

Transnational Institute
Contact: Sylvia Kay

E-mail: sylvia.kay@tni.org
Website: https://www.tni.org/en

Available at Forum Synergies' website -> http://www.forum-
synergies.eu/bdf fiche-experience-153 en.html

www.forum-synergies.eu

FS Mol ERSG 2017 NL Sylvia2: page - 1 -



